Grading Rubric for Literature Papers

Introductory paragraph (minimum of 5 sentences) introduces the paper topic by moving from general to specific. It should identify 
the author and work you are discussing.  No quotations in introduction. (5)







_____
A concise, one-sentence thesis at the end of introductory paragraph that identifies your main idea/observation/argument (may 

also identify the 3 subpoints to be discussed in each body paragraph).  (5)







_____

Analysis demonstrates an understanding of the work and literary terms and does not misrepresent the events of the work to support an
_____

argument. (6)  [objectives 1 & 2]







Logical organization of body paragraphs and logical organization within those paragraphs; includes transitions within paragraphs to improve 

coherence (content should relate to thesis/topic sentences). (9)








_____

Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that includes a transitional word (first, second, finally) or phrase, the main idea of 

the paper (as presented in the thesis), and the point of the paragraph. This (sub)point should advance the thesis. (6)


_____
 

Includes  at least three pieces of textual evidence (quotations and examples) per body paragraph that are relevant to point of 
paragraph and support/prove its supboint and, in turn, thesis/main idea.  Each body paragraph should have at least one relevant quotation. (9)
_____

Includes necessary context for textual evidence without simply retelling the events of the story. (6)




_____

Explains significance of textual evidence (but avoids “I,” “me,” “my,”  “you”) and connects to topic sentence and, in turn, thesis/main idea. (9)
 _____

[objectives 4 & 5]
Use of quotations, including but not limited to:  (10)









_____

Doesn’t begin sentences with quotations but introduces them with running attributions (Celie says in her letter to God, “….”)
doesn’t begin or end a body paragraph with a quotation

has no more than 2-3 short quotations per page, 2 long quotations per paper

“writes in” quotations so that sentences read smoothly

uses quotation marks when necessary

does not alter material between quotation marks

includes parenthetical citations

Concluding paragraph (minimum of 5 sentences) restates the thesis/main idea and subpoints, but not word for word!  It should not
 raise a new point, it should not begin with “In conclusion,” and it should not have quotations. (5)





_____
Quality of writing and proofreading*  (10)









​​​​
_____

Correct MLA format, including but not limited to: (10)









_____

heading

title

format of quotations (short and long)

format of parenthetical citations

1 inch margins, double spaced, paragraphs indented five spaces

No extra spaces between paragraphs

format of Works Cited page
















_____
Name:  ___________________________





             



Points:
_____ 

*Note that excessive errors are unacceptable and may result in failure.  Proofread with care!
